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Mission
Henrietta Public Library: where our community connects, discovers, and learns.

Introduction
● Our collection supports our mission by:

o Providing free access to ideas which encourage enlightened citizenship.
o Providing reliable information.
o Serving the needs of community members of all ages and ability levels.
o Promoting literacy.
o Enriching lives by providing recreational reading materials and non-print media.
o Expanding people’s knowledge beyond their own life experiences.
o Offering competent representation of significant local, national, and international concerns.

The Board of Trustees supports the American Library Association Library Bill of Rights
(https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/librarybill), the Freedom to Read Statement
(https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/freedomreadstatement), and the Freedom to View Statement
(https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/freedomviewstatement).

Selection of Material

Scope
The library aims to achieve its stated objectives through a carefully selected collection of print and non-print
materials chosen for values of interest, information, and enlightenment. The library strives to reflect the diverse
backgrounds and interests of the community within limits of budget and space. The library does not promote
particular beliefs or views; rather it attempts to provide a balanced representation of many viewpoints.

Selection will be influenced by both expressed and anticipated need. Selection of materials will be determined by
usefulness and will not be limited by format.

Responsibility
Responsibility for the selection of library materials rests with the director, who is accountable to the board. Actual
selection will be delegated by the director to the professional librarians.

https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/librarybill
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/freedomreadstatement
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/freedomviewstatement


Criteria
Selectors will consider quality, balance, equity, demand, suitability for age level, durability, and cost when adding
and weeding materials from collections.

Quality
We consider materials’ literary and educational merit, date of publication, accuracy, and effectiveness of
presentation. We will compare materials with other published materials of the same subject through their
own examination as well as guidance from reviews, awards, and recommended reading lists from
established sources. We will consider the works as a whole and not on the basis of individual words,
phrases, or episodes.

Balance
We strive to make sure all sides of an issue are represented within budget limitations and availability of
materials. No material will be excluded because of the author’s race, gender, nationality, political views,
social views, or personal beliefs.

Equity
To ensure the needs of historically oppressed, underrepresented, and underserved groups are met, we
include the voices of Black, Indigenous, People of Color, LGBTQ+, and people who have disabilities in
library collections. Specifically, at least twenty percent of purchases will be diverse authors and creators.

Demand
We consider expressed interest by the community while remaining consistent with budget restrictions and
collection balance.

Suitability for age level
Age level specialists will consider the suitability of materials for the children’s, young adult, and adult
collections. However, any patron (valid card holder) may access and/or borrow from the entire collection.
The library will not act in the role of censor for any age level, material type, or subject matter.

Durability and cost
The quality of technical production and cost will be considered.

Formats
The library collects books, ebooks, music CDs, films, TV series, audio books, and video games. Formats will be
added as technology, need, demand, and budget permit.



Gifts
The library actively encourages donations and memorial gifts from the community. However, the same criteria
used in the purchase of material applies also to gifts. The library reserves the right to dispose of or refuse gifts in
accordance with established procedures.

Weeding
To maintain the quality and usefulness of library materials, the professional staff will systematically evaluate the
existing collection, discarding items with poor content, materials of poor/worn-out appearance, and materials that
are no longer being used. Our staff uses the CREW Method1 of weeding. Weeded material will be disposed of in
accordance with established library procedures.

Request for Reconsideration
Though the library purposely selects materials for diversified readership, patrons have a right to address their
concerns in accordance with the established library procedures. To begin the reconsideration procedure, please
fill out and submit the attached Request for Reconsideration Regarding Library Materials form to the library
director If a Henrietta resident believes the library director has not followed this policy, they may submit a written
appeal to the library’s Board of Trustees.

1 https://www.tsl.texas.gov/ld/pubs/crew/index.html



Request for Reconsideration Regarding Library Materials

Name__________________________________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Tel___________________________________________________

Email_________________________________________________

Title of Item___________________________________________________________________________

Author_______________________________________________

Publisher_____________________________________________

Please state the nature of your concern in detail (specific page numbers, scenes, etc.) and the action you
recommend. Feel free to attach reviews or supporting materials.


